Assessment & Testing 


Assessment 
To discover, judge, test or form an opinion on learners’ ability, proficiency or progress either 
formally or informally. 


Continuous assessment 

A type of testing which is different from a final examination. Some or all of the work that 
learners do during a course is considered by the teacher on a regular basis and contributes to 
the final grade given to learners. It may also include regular monitoring of classroom 
performance and contribution. 


Diagnostic assessment 

A type of testing aimed at identifying — diagnosing — aspects of language and skills where 
learners have weaknesses (or strengths) which subsequently informs the teachers’ future 
lesson planning. 


Formal assessment 
When a teacher judges learners’ work through a test and then gives a formal report or grade to 
learners, to say how successful or unsuccessful they have been. 


Formative assessment 
When a teacher uses information on learners’ progress during a course to adapt their teaching 
and/or to give learners feedback on their learning. 


Informal assessment 

When a teacher decides whether a learner is doing well or not, or whether a course is 
successful or not, by observing learners rather than setting a test or writing an official report or 
giving a grade. 


Peer assessment 
When learners give feedback on each other's language, work, learning strategies, 
performance. 


Performance assessment 

Typically this involves observation of classroom performance to assess how well learners 
express themselves during specific tasks by checking performance against criteria. Teachers 
can evaluate if learners achieved the purpose of the task. 


Portfolio assessment 

This is a type of formative assessment and also continuous assessment. It consists of a 
collection of 

learners’ work done over a course or a year which shows evidence of development of their 
language skills. 


Self-assessment 
When learners decide for themselves how good they think their progress or language use is. 


Summative assessment 
A type of assessment done at the end of a course where the focus is on learners receiving a 
grade for their 
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work rather than receiving feedback on their progress. 


Test 
A formal assessment of a learner’s language. 


An achievement test is used to see how well learners have learned the language and skills 
taught in class. 

Achievement tests are often at the end of term or end of the year and test the main points of 
what has been taught in that time. 


A diagnostic test is used to identify problems that learners have with language or skills. The 
teacher diagnoses the language problems learners have. It can also be used to diagnose 
learner strengths. It helps the teacher to plan what to teach, or what not to teach, in future. 


An objective test is marked without using the examiner’s opinion, e.g. true/false questions, 
multiple-choice questions. There is a clear right answer. 


A placement test is often used at the beginning of a course in a language school in order to 
identify a learner's level of language and find the best class for them. 


A proficiency test is used to see how good learners are at using the target language. The 
contents of a proficiency test are not chosen according to what has been taught, but according 
to what is needed for a particular purpose, e.g. English for hotel receptionists, English for 
studying at university, English for general communication. Cambridge ESOL First Certificate in 
English (FCE) and IELTS are examples of proficiency tests. 


A progress test is used during a course in order to assess the learning up to a particular point 
in the course. 


Exam: a formal test of a person’s knowledge or skill in a particular subject that results in a 
qualification if the candidate is successful (it carries more weight than a test) 


Source: TKT Glossary, Cambridge English 


Testing — Types of Questions 


Multiple choice 
Choose the correct word to complete the sentence. 


Cook is today for being one of Britain's most famous explorers. 
a) recommended b) reminded c) recognised d) remembered 
Multiple choice can be used to test most things such as grammar, vocabulary, reading, listening 


etc. but you must remember that it is still possible for students to just 'guess' without knowing 
the correct answer. 


CELTA: TESTING & TESTING INSTITUTIONS 
UP LANGUAGE CONSULTANTS 


Transformation 
Complete the second sentence so that it has the same meaning as the first. 


‘Do you know what the time is, John?' asked Dave. 
Dave asked John (what) it was. 


Transformations are particularly effective for testing grammar and understanding of form. This 
wouldn't be an appropriate question type if you wanted to test skills such as reading or 
listening. 


Gap-filling 
Complete the sentence. 


Check the exchange to see how much your money is worth. 


Gap-fills can be used to test a variety of areas such as vocabulary, grammar and are very 
effective at testing listening for specific words. 


Matching 
Match the word on the left to the word with the opposite meaning. 
fat old 
young tall 


dangerous thin 


short safe 


Matching exercises are most often used to test vocabulary. 


Cloze 
Complete the text by adding a word to each gap. 


This is the kind test where a word omitted from a passage every so often. 
The candidate must the gaps, usually the first two lines are without gaps. 


Cloze tests can be very effective for testing grammar, vocabulary and intensive reading. 


True / False 
Decide if the statement is true or false. 


England won the world cup in 1966. T/F 


This question type is mostly used to test listening and reading comprehension. 


CELTA: TESTING & TESTING INSTITUTIONS 
UP LANGUAGE CONSULTANTS 


Open questions 
Answer the questions. 


Why did John steal the money? 
These question types are very useful for testing any of the four skills, but less useful for testing 
grammar or vocabulary. 


Error Correction 
Find the mistakes in the sentence and correct them. 


Ipswich Town was the more better team on the night. 

Error correction is useful for testing grammar and vocabulary as well as readings and listening. 
Other Techniques 

There are of course many other elicitation techniques such as translation, essays, dictations, 
ordering words/phrases into a sequence and sentence construction (He/go/school/yesterday). 
It is important to ask yourself what exactly you are trying to test, which techniques suit this 


purpose best and to bear in mind the drawbacks of each technique. Awareness of this will help 
you to minimise the problems and produce a more effective test. 


Source: Techniques in testing by Harold S Madsen: OUP 
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